
Dear Senators of the Montana ludiciary Committee,

.PleasesupportHB161-RepealofMedicalMarijuana{MJ}Law.ThecitizensofMontaW"-k,/'-g
want a repeal. I am concerned mom of five young adults and a resident who believes in
keeping our neighborhoods safe. Please do not lead our children/ young adults and

communities to deal with t}te social consequenaes.

I am a voice for Troy. I personally have experienced the effects of mariiuanalchemical
usage and the dlrection it can take an tndivtdual, The abuse, patn, effects on all individuals,
families and csmmunities as it triekle down the pipeline" I bad a tanily member who was

"exposed" to mariiuana and other substanees at an ear{y age. He rms ir dn {th grade^ His

chemical abuse escalated from there. He is no longerwith us due to death by suicida but I
will speak on his behalf, lfhy he sta$ed nslng tB the best of rny knoowledge, the initial
experiment led hirn dswn a path sf sham€, guilt and pain. fle cams from a loving fanily not
any different than most He erentually lost himself in $e self-destruction af chemical
abuse. Had he known how the odds were agarnst him? He spent many yeatx trying to
resuscitate himselfwhile snrglingthmugb the consequemes of the abusc andthe
emotional distress he exposed himself to. He unintentionallyduga hole and ncvrrcame
out of iL I helieve hemuse of his expo$ure he learned to deal wi& pain not sn a halistic
level but a "quick fix" he experienced early on.

My brother in law died of muscle mncer. Should that been a part of his are? I nns mislead
and I feel the general public has been mislead in understanding udro is rcceiving issuing
monitoring and caring fur tftose who arc diagnosed legitimately. lt appears as a hsli$tie
society we rflere *ot all on board implementing the Medical Mariiuana Law: medical
profession, justice f,y$tem, social agencies, eity governmen6 sclrool or tlre public o*rcr than
those who are forlegalization.

I am a voice fcr family, ftienda ccunselors, teac{rcrc and *te average erre$day citiren They
did not vote for the law used in the manner it has become. For most averagp citizena fhey
were neither aware of the Inida€ve ilor au/arr of how organized the organirers for
legalization are. We feel violated and mislead. tVe trust and expect thosp representing the
good of our comrnunities to ensure medicinal mariiuan* was dispensed thtswk &e
Doctors/pharmacies notthe mom and shops in neighbodtoods.

I am raoiqe ff,r,Igqes- a neighbnrtrood ftiend who has been mised by tl1g school s56tem, his
peea, &e lleisey Youth Center, 5t Ann's Youth Group, Hswards Piwaand ro on. My
familybefriended lames due to his situation athome He has e mentalityaf * 5*t gradcr,

diagnosed with schizophrenia, seizers and ADHD. He has homeless offand on due to his
families drug abusers/overdoses and dut lifestyle. fames elperiened his first mariiuana
joint at the age of 5 with his family. Iames frequen$ my home fsr meals and conversation
with myyoung adult children He has spent holidays witlt u* beause thercwas nc
gathering at home.

Thanksgiving rnorning 2009, fames hpic of conrrersation was Medical Xariiuana notthe
usual GFH basketball game or girlo. lle expressed tlrat "eveqtone" {Srose wtp care} were
concenred about him becoming addieted to "Medical Mariiuana". We inquired mcre only to



find out he was being encouraged or in my opinion "groomed" by a "caregiver" to help him
gethis M| card.

September of 2010 after he received his card, |ames stopped by the house. As we sat on

the porch sharing a bite to eat, I noticed he was concealing something in his baseball cap

and asked him what he was hiding. He prcudly pulled out a green dragon pipe he uses to
smoke his Mf and wanted to show it to my kids. He proceeded to tell me the dragon turns
greener the more he smokes and it cost $400. We talked about his caregiver, who is
located in Sun Prairie who he has his daughter make is deliveries, which is illegal. |ames
shared with me their names and I can pmvide you with those if necessary. I alsc had tq tell
him that bringing those things to my house was iilegpl and needed to stay at home, That
was hard to do. Our home is his safe house for years.

My most recent encounter was the February 2011. James rang my doorbell at 7;15am and

not well groomed pants unzipped and very distraught He came looHng far peraxide
bandages and gauze. He said he was at a party and somecne got hurt I asked if they
needed more attention that a simple band-aid and he said no.

I am concerned for fames. Is the caregiver or his newly found friends truly caring for him?
I guarantee fames does not know tIrc Medical Mariiuana law and what effcct will it have on

his schizophrenia. Should my family and I be afuaid? I am a voice for Iafngs.

I aFn a voice for the three young school children approximately gmdes 3-5, I suspect on
theiruray home ftqm school, restingon a bench out funt of a Medical Mariiuana fucility.
They were not waiting for parents to come ouq I wamlred. After abeut ftve minute*, dtey
continued on tleir way. Is this what we trant for our children's future? If I had a camera, a
picture would have said a zillion words. For reasons beyond our control, when individuals
exposed to behaviors, ideas ctc lvitbout pr,oper understanding education those
behaviors/ideas become tfte nom of society. Could that b€ true fcr mediml mariiuaua? I
work hard in my neighbor*rocd to keep it safe for children and residenF and I know you
wantthe same.

I amg goicq,Jof our, kidF. yours pnd mine. Is it fair to mislead youth/children in their
development through gref matter that we oumehrer da nat fuIly understand? lfiha is
looking out for them? Do we want medical nrariiuana tc become the norm o; ds we want
our childrcn/youngadults sce medical marijuana a$ pmfes$ioRal, well-researched
alternative medicine holisdcally incorporated taking into account the physical, mental, and
social conditions in the beatrnent of tre patienl I encourage you to looh up the definition
of holistic.

Fact- the perception amongouryoungadult/yout$ is marijuana is legal and has been

their perception longer than we harre *een dispensaries in our neighborhoods. They knew
of this movem€ntwell before any of us did- firat in itself *pmk* a t}ousa*d words. I
believe ouryouth matter and have a role in the future. It is touglr enough far them; Please

do not confuse them anynrone. fontinue searching for the truth and be thei$ do it right
Give our young people the opportunity to see this planned in a manner fJtat works for all. It



is unftir to implement a law with huge implications it will have on their generatian, their
kids and our grandkids.

Do I want my children to be a business owner Medical Marijuana dispensary at t}te age of
18? No. Would I encoutage them further study the benefiB and the side effects it could
have on a MS patient or the limited affecK for glaucoma. Yes Untit it is rcseurhed,
approved and regulated by the Federal Government, we have no business aking money
from our ta:rpayers to pick up the pieces socialln ernotionally and fiscally. I"arrl a voice for
those who are afuid to speak up or feet like it is useless and afiaid they mry be targeted.

I am courageous and wi$ he Avoicq fpf Moptilna We have privileges and with privileges,
we have responsihly individually and as a whole. 14te must value our r:E$ponsibility; Set
standards productively, holistically and unselfishly for Montana.

I am a voice fqr tre urlknown. If it is physical or emotional pain, opporHnity for self-
destruction is there with any chemial substance. Addiction gravitat€$ ta those rn&o are
pre disposed or habitually subiected to addiction possibilides. Da we Imow who is prone to
have an addiction?

The Pandora box is open. The only way to get the intent of the law back is to repeal
it. "Side rails" will not work. Those we trust for safegl, health/welfare, business owners
and parents; independently you see the abuses of the intent of the current law, BE
courageous and be the voice for our communities/children and Montana. You are the
difference. We are the voice.

You are playrng Russian roulette; see where ittakes us and holisticallywill deal with the
wounds later.

Respectfrrlly submitted,

Traci Hronek
Resident,

Great Falls, Montana


